
  Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) – SDTX Related Orders and Courthouse
Statuses (Updated 9/10/2021)

Press Release: COVID-19 Vaccination or Twice Weekly Testing to be Required for Employees of the

U.S. District and Bankruptcy Courts Southern District of Texas

To Prospective Jurors: We in the federal judiciary know how difficult the last year has been. The

federal courts in the Southern District of Texas have continued working throughout, but until

recently, we have been unable to hold jury trials. Because the delay affects important rights, it is

urgent that we resume trials as quickly as possible. We can’t do that without you.

The judges in each of the seven divisions in the Southern District are deciding when to resume

jury trials in that division, based on local conditions. Safety is our top priority. Because community

conditions differ, each division is separately deciding when to resume jury trials.

To view the precautions that have been put in place to protect the health and safety of the jurors,

the parties, the lawyers, and the court staff during jury selection and jury trials, please refer to the

letter you received with your summons or visit the court’s webpage for Jurors and the Divisional

Office link for your local courthouse. If you have questions or concerns about your jury service,

please contact the Clerk’s Office. Contact information can be found on your summons and on the

court’s website.

We thank you in advance and look forward to welcoming you to your courthouse and to the

important public service you will provide.

Lee H. Rosenthal 

Chief Judge

https://www.txs.uscourts.gov/page/covid-19-general-and-special-orders
https://www.txs.uscourts.gov/sites/txs/files/SDTX%20Press%20Release.pdf
https://www.txs.uscourts.gov/node/65/

