
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below is the agenda for the  
 

2015 RACE IN THE FEDERAL CRIMINAL COURT: STRATEGIES IN PURSUIT OF 
JUSTICE 

 
To view written materials produced in conjunction with a particular session at the 

seminar, click on the blue link to that agenda item.   
 

Please note that the absence of a link for a specific session indicates that the presenter 
did not provide any written materials for that session. 

 
 



Administrative Office of the U. S. Courts 
Defender Service Office Training Division 

Race in the Federal Criminal Court:  Strategies in Pursuit of Justice 
 

Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill 
Washington, D.C. 
August 6 - 8, 2015 

Final Agenda 
 
Thursday, August 6, 2015 
 
7:30 – 8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast 
   Columbia A/B Foyer 
 
8:30 – 8:50 am Welcoming Remarks 
   Columbia A/B* 

Lori A. Green, Attorney-Advisor, Defender Services Office 
Training Division, Washington, DC 
Cait T. Clarke, Chief, Defender Services Office, Washington, DC 
The Honorable Richard W. Roberts, Chief Judge, United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia, Washington, DC 
A.J. Kramer, Federal Public Defender, The District of Columbia, 
Washington, DC 

 
8:50 – 9:00 am Overview of the “The Civil Rights Act of 1964: A Long Struggle 

for Freedom” Exhibition at the Library of Congress 
 Columbia A/B 
 Stacie Moats, Education Specialist, Interpretive Programs 

Office, Library of Congress, Washington, DC 
  
 

∗ All Plenary Sessions and Panel Discussions will be held in Columbia 
A/B.  Breaks will take place in Columbia A/B Foyer. 

1 
 



9:00 – 10:00 am Opening Plenary:  Race and Representation:  Criminal 
Defense in 2015 

 Jeffery Robinson, Esq., Partner, Schroeter, Goldmark and 
Bender, Seattle, WA 
 
The struggle for racial justice is inextricably intertwined with 
the policies that shape our criminal justice system. From the 
targeting of people of color, to the charging decisions that 
disproportionally affect them, and the punitive sentencing 
schemes that destroy their lives, race matters.  We need to 
recognize how deeply this matters and develop strategies so it 
matters less.  

 
10:00 – 10:15 am  Break 
 
10:15 – 11:45 am Plenary:  Confronting and Understanding Implicit Bias 
 Anthony G. Greenwald, Ph.D., Professor, University of 

Washington, Seattle, WA 
 

How does implicit bias affect our perceptions and decision-
making?  This session explores the concept of implicit bias and 
how it plays out in different areas within the criminal justice 
system 

 
11:45 – 1:15 pm  Lunch 
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1:15 – 2:15 pm Plenary:  “But I Never Owned Slaves”: How Racially 
Discriminatory Law and Policy from Years Ago Continue to 
Impact Society 

 Paul D. Butler, Esq., Professor of Law, Georgetown University 
School of Law, Washington, DC     

  
This session examines how contemporary discourse about race 
and criminal justice discounts the significance of past 
discrimination, how the U.S.'s history of racial inequality 
impacts the risks of people of color for involvement in the 
criminal justice system, and how the legacy of white 
supremacy determines the outcomes of people of color during 
the criminal process. 

 
2:20 – 3:20 pm Plenary:  Race and Eyewitness Identification:  Beyond the 

Cross-Race Effect   
 Karen A. Newirth, Senior Fellow, Innocence Project, Inc.  
 New York, NY 
 
 The cross-race effect -- that individuals have a more difficult 

time identifying other-race faces than own-race faces -- is one 
of the most robust findings in applied eyewitness identification 
research.  The presentation will first cover the research 
relating to the cross-race effect and will then address other 
ways that race manifests in eyewitness identification cases, 
including on the part of law enforcement, judges and defense 
attorneys.  Litigation strategies for addressing these issues will 
be discussed. We will conclude by looking at some new areas 
of research involving race and eyewitnesses.   

  
3:20 – 3:40 pm Break 
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3:40 – 5:15 pm Panel Discussion:  Racial Disparities in Criminal Justice 
 Moderator: Norma Aguilar, Visiting Attorney-Advisor, Defender 

Services Office Training Division, Supervisory Attorney, Federal 
Defenders of San Diego, Inc., San Diego, CA  
Nazgol Ghandnoosh, Ph.D., Research Analyst 
The Sentencing Project, Washington, DC 

 Paul Hofer, Ph.D., National Sentencing Resource Counsel 
Project, Washington, DC  

Priscilla Ocen, Esq., Associate Professor of Law, Loyola Law 
School, Los Angeles, CA 

  
 This panel looks at statistical research that demonstrates the 

ways that people of color are treated more harshly by the 
criminal justice system.  The panel will discuss data which 
illustrates the troubling scope of this disparate treatment: 
from school disciplinary practices, to police encounters, 
charging and plea decisions, jury selection and composition, 
and sentencing.  The panel will brainstorm and discuss 
effective ways to present such information to the court.   
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http://www.fd.org/docs/training-materials/2015/race2015/racial-disparities-in-criminal-justice.pdf


Friday, August 7, 2015 
 
7:30 – 8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 
8:30 – 9:45 am Panel Discussion:  Creating the Culturally Competent Lawyer: 

Representing Clients of Diverse Backgrounds 
 Moderator:  Fredilyn Sison, Assistant Federal Defender, 

Asheville, NC 
Dennis Candelaria, Assistant Federal Public Defender, Las 
Cruces, NM 
Lori James-Townes, MSW, LCSW-C, Director of Social Work, 
Leadership and Program Development, State of Maryland 
Office of the Public Defender 
Jeff King, Ph.D., Professor, Western Washington University, 
Bellingham, WA 
Carlos Williams, Executive Director, Southern Federal Defender 
Program, Mobile, AL 

 
 This presentation explores what it means to be “culturally 

competent” and challenges assumptions and ignorance about 
race and other cultures.  The discussion will center on what 
may cause attorneys to inadvertently disregard important 
racial and cultural factors that can assist in the defense of their 
clients.   

 
9:45 – 10:00 am Break 
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10:00 – 11:00 am Breakout Sessions 
  

(1) Addressing Over Criminalization at Sentencing 
Columbia Foyer 
Denise Barrett, J.D., M.S.W., National Sentencing Resource 
Counsel Project, Jarrettsville, MD  
 
School systems and the juvenile justice system often 
criminalize common less desirable youthful behavior of 
black youth, which leads to involvement in the adult 
criminal justice system. This presentation looks at ways to 
explain to the sentencing court how the criminal histories 
for African Americans do not accurately capture the social 
context in which they arise and why the court should 
consider facts that mitigate criminal history.   
 

(2) Challenging Assumptions About Reasonableness in Police     
Stops In Minority Communities    
Lexington 
Juval Scott, Attorney-Advisor, Defender Services Office 
Training Division, Washington, DC 
 
Litigation over New York City’s stop and frisk practices and 
the killing of unarmed minorities by police officers has 
placed a new focus on the reasonableness of law 
enforcement stops of minorities.  This session will address 
how previous assumptions about their reasonableness may 
be challenged. 
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(3) Talking About Race and Ethnicity at Sentencing 
Concord 
Melody Evans, Federal Defender, Kansas Federal Public 
Defender, Topeka, KA 

Race and ethnicity are integral to our clients’ identities and 
experiences.  Yet, we are uncomfortable talking about race 
with the court.  We sometimes act as if it is too sensitive for 
us to address.  At times, we mistakenly treat it as if it is 
irrelevant.   There are ways to talk about race at sentencing 
that educate the court and explain how it should be 
considered by the court in its decision making process.  This 
presentation looks to the data and empirical evidence, to 
help craft legal challenges to disparate sentencing practices, 
and discusses how to present our clients' personal 
experiences to the court.  

11:00 – 11:15 am Break 

11:15 – 12:30 pm Plenary:  Litigating Batson Issues 
Richard Kammen, Esq., Kammen and Associates, Indianapolis, 
IN 
Anthony L. Ricco, Esq., New York, NY  

Prosecutors continue to deliberately exclude people of color 
from juries.  Rather than a jury of their peers, clients are being 
judged by jurors who may have no ability to understand 
and/or empathize with their experiences.  This presentation 
discusses how to raise, present, and preserve for review 
Batson challenges. 

12:30 – 2:00 pm Lunch 
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2:00 – 3:00 pm Repeat Breakout Sessions 

(1) Addressing Over Criminalization at Sentencing 
Columbia Foyer 
Denise Barrett, J.D., M.S.W., National Sentencing Resource 
Counsel Project, Jarrettsville, MD  

School systems and the juvenile justice system often 
criminalize common less desirable youthful behavior of 
black youth, which leads to involvement in the adult 
criminal justice system. This presentation looks at ways to 
explain to the sentencing court how the criminal histories 
for African Americans do not accurately capture the social 
context in which they arise and why the court should 
consider facts that mitigate criminal history.   

(2) Challenging Assumptions About Reasonableness in Police 
Stops In Minority Communities   
Lexington 
Juval Scott, Attorney-Advisor, Defender Services Office 
Training Division, Washington, DC 

Litigation over New York City’s stop and frisk practices and 
the killing of unarmed minorities by police officers has 
placed a new focus on the reasonableness of law 
enforcement stops of minorities.  This session will address 
how previous assumptions about their reasonableness may 
be challenged. 
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(3) Talking About Race and Ethnicity at Sentencing 
Concord 
Melody Evans, Federal Defender, Kansas Federal Public 
Defender, Topeka, KA 
 
Race and ethnicity are integral to our clients’ identities and 
experiences.  Yet, we are uncomfortable talking about race 
with the court.  We sometimes act as if it is too sensitive for 
us to address.  At times, we mistakenly treat it as if it is 
irrelevant.   There are ways to talk about race at sentencing 
that educate the court and explain how it should be 
considered by the court in its decision making process.  This 
presentation looks to the data and empirical evidence, to 
help craft legal challenges to disparate sentencing practices, 
and discusses how to present our clients' personal 
experiences to the court.  
 

3:00 – 3:15 pm Break 
 
3:15 – 4:15 pm Plenary:  Attacking Bias through Motions Practice: Revealing 

and Litigating Unfair Targeting of People of Color in Federal 
Court 

 Alison Siegler, Clinical Professor of Law, University of Chicago 
School of Law, Chicago, IL 

 
People of color are often the targets of unfair law enforcement 
and prosecution practices.  This presentation addresses how to 
investigate and litigate the lawfulness and constitutionality of 
those practices, including bringing motions for selective 
enforcement and selective prosecution.   
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4:20 – 5:30 pm  Plenary:  Collateral Consequences and the Perpetuation of 
Inequity:  Crafting Sentencing Alternatives That Make a 
Difference 
Cynthia Roseberry, Esq., Project Manager, Clemency Project 
2014, National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, 
Washington, DC 

Families and communities suffer when members are unable to 
contribute to their wellbeing as a result of incarceration. 
Unreasonably lengthy prison sentences exacerbate that 
situation.  Those sentences seem to be more prevalent in 
minority communities and extend the unfortunate 
consequences that destroy the community’s ability to improve 
the lives of its residents.    

Saturday, August 8, 2015 

7:30 – 8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:30 - 9:30 am Plenary:  Addressing Issues of Race with the Jury Panel 
The Honorable Mark W. Bennett, Senior District Judge, United 
States District Court for the Northern District of Iowa, Sioux 
City, IA  

Judge Bennett’s article “Unraveling the Gordian Knot of Implicit 
Bias in Jury Selection: the Problems of Judge-Dominated Voir 
Dire, the Failed Promise of Batson, and proposed solutions“ 
offered a new and courageous vision on how to address racial 
bias with jurors.  His frank approach and discussion of the issue 
with the jury panels in his courtroom is widely admired.  In this 
presentation, Judge Bennett will discuss the importance of 
addressing implicit bias and the effect it has had on trials in his 
courtroom.    
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9:40 - 10:40 am Panel Discussion:  How to Find and Fund Experts to Present 

Racial Data/Information to the Court  
 Alison Siegler, Clinical Professor of Law, University of Chicago 

School of Law, Chicago, IL 
 Douglas C. Greene, Esq., Arlington, TX 
  

Experts can help courts and juries understand the importance 
of race in various areas that impact clients’ life experiences 
both prior to and within the context of the criminal justice 
system.  This presentation will focus on how to recognize the 
need for such experts and how to obtain funding for their 
services.  

 
10:40 - 11:00 am Break 
 
11:00 – 12 noon Panel: Judicial Perspectives on Race in the Criminal Justice 

System 
Moderator:  Lori A. Green, Attorney-Advisor, Office of Defender 
Services Training Division, Washington, DC 
The Honorable Mark W. Bennett, Senior District Judge, United 
States District Court for the Northern District of Iowa, Sioux 
City, IA 
The Honorable Kathleen Cardone, District Judge, United States 
District Court for the Western District of Texas, El Paso, TX 
The Honorable Bernice Bouie Donald, Circuit Judge, United 
States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, Memphis, TN 
The Honorable Theodore A. McKee, Chief Judge 
United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, 
Philadelphia, PA 

  
Judges are aware that the promise of equal justice may 
depend on our willingness to confront issues of race.  This 
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panel offers us the opportunity to hear directly from the 
bench.  This panel of judges will explain how they view the 
challenges facing our criminal justice system and how they 
strive to ensure that those appearing in their court are treated 
fairly in those areas within the court's control. 

 
12:10 – 1:30 pm Closing Plenary:  Why We Continue to Fight for Justice 
 David A. Singleton, Esq., Executive Director, Ohio Justice & 

Policy Center, Cincinnati, OH 
 
1:30 – 1:45 pm Closing Remarks 
 Bob Burke, Chief, Defender Services Office Training Division, 

Washington, DC   
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