FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER

Southern District of Texas
The Lyric Centre
440 Louisisana, Suite 1350
Houston, Texas 77002
February 2, 2010
POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 10-06
for
ASSISTANT INVESTIGATOR
(Criminal Defense)

Brownsville, Texas

RESPONSIBILITIES:

Conduct criminal defense investigations and research for assistant federal public defenders in this
nine-attorney, two-investigator branch office. Locate witnesses, communicate with witnesses and
clients, analyze fact situations and documents, organize evidence and files, write summaries and
reports, take photographs, and assist lawyers in preparation and trial of federal cases. Assist lawyers
in other offices as directed. No private practice is permitted. Some travel is required; some
investigations may require work in our Corpus Christi , Houston, Laredo and McAllen offices.

REQUIREMENTS:

One or two years of investigative or paralegal experience and four or five years total experience
Bachelor’s degree

Fluency in Spanish and English required

Two-year commitment

Furnish own transportation on mileage reimbursement basis

Proof of U.S. citizenship or other employment eligibility

SALARY:
$43,000 - $52,000 annually depending on qualifications and experience, by direct deposit

SUBMIT RESUMES TO:

Marjorie A. Meyers

Federal Public Defender

440 Louisiana, Suite 1350 OR E-mail: In PDF format only to
Houston, Texas 77002 TXS employment@FD.org
Fax: (713) 718-4610

CLOSING DATE:  Open until filled. Applications received under this announcement may be
considered for vacancies occurring within 90 days after position is filled.

APPLICANTS ARE SUBJECT TO BACKGROUND (FBI) AND TAX (IRS) INVESTIGATIONS. 4 Proof
of U.S. citizenship or other employment eligibility required. 4 Federal law requires that wages of federal
employees be paid by direct deposit through electronic funds transfer.

THE FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS IS
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.



FUNCTION OF OFFICE:

The Federal Public Defender is responsible for representing individuals charged with a federal crime if a
federal judge or magistrate judge determines that the accused person is financially unable to obtain adequate
representation, and if the judge or magistrate judge assigns the case to the Federal Public Defender. Usually,
the Federal Public Defender is appointed at the initial appearance before the magistrate judge. An
appointment made by a magistrate judge remains in effect for any proceeding on that case in district court;
if the defendant appeals, the appointment continues in effect for representation on appeal, including the
filing of a petition for a writ of certiorari in the United States Supreme Court. The Office of the Federal
Public Defender has offices with resident staff in Brownsville, Corpus Christi, Houston, Laredo, and
McAllen, Texas.

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS:

Employees of the Federal Public Defender are not included in the government’s civil service classification.
They are, however, entitled to the same benefits as other federal government employees. Some of these
benefits are:

- Up to 13 days of paid vacation per year for the first 3 years of employment.
Thereafter, up to 19 days per year.

- Ten paid holidays per year.

- Time in service for employees of other federal agencies, as well as time in
U.S.Military, is taken into consideration when computing employee benefits.

- Thrift Savings Plan.

- Group Life Insurance Plan.

- Long-term disability insurance.

- Long-term care plan.

- Flexible Benefit Program: limited pre-tax deductions for:
Payment of premium for group health insurance
Health care reimbursement account
Dependent care reimbursement account
Mass transit reimbursement account

Parking reimbursement account
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